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The American Institute, through the assistance of the members of 
the Council, is able to announce as now ready two new courses of 
reading for ministers and Bible teachers. These have been selected 
from a large number of suggested subjects, in view of the fact that they 
represent fundamental topics. It is the design of the Council to make 
of the courses a well-rounded system, and while other topics might at 
the present moment attract more students, none could be more impor- 
tant. The subjects chosen are The Teaching of Jesus and The His- 
tory of Israel. 

The following books are recommended upon the courses : 

THE TEACHING OF JESUS. 

Wendt, The Teaching of Jesus. 

Bruce, The Kingdom of God. 

Stevens, The Theology of the New Testament. 

Beyschlag, New Testament Theology. 

Gilbert, The Revelation of Jesus. 

Stalker, The Christology of Jesus. 

Mathews, The Social Teaching of Jesus. 

Gould, The Theology of the New Testament (in press). 

THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL. 

Wellhausen, Sketch of the History of Israel and Judah^ 

Stanley, Lectures on the History of the Jewish Church. 

Kittell, History of the Hebrews. 

McCurdy, History, Prophecy and the Monuments. 

Kent, History of the Hebrew People. 

Kent, History of the Jewish People. 

Sayce, Early Israel and the Surrounding Nations. 

Davidson, From the Exile to the Restoration. 

Rawlinson, Kings of Israel and fudah. 

Budde, Religion of Israel to the Exile. 

Cheyne, Jewish Religious Life after the Exile. 

Cornill, History of Israel. 
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The members of the Council who will prepare the reviews for the 
use of the readers of these books are Professor Shailer Mathews, Pro- 
fessor I. M. Price, Dr. C. W. Votaw, Dr. H. L. Willett, of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago ; Professor E. I. Bosworth, of Oberlin Theological 
Seminary; Professor O. H. Gates, Dorset, Vt.; Professor T. C. Hall, 
of Union Theological Seminary ; Professor J. H. Barbour, of Berkeley 
Divinity School ; Professor B. W. Bacon, Professor F. C. Porter, Pro- 
fessor F. K. Sanders, of Yale University ; Professor W. D. Mackenzie, 
of Chicago Theological Seminary ; Professor Lincoln Hulley, of Buck- 
hell University ; Professor Charles F. Kent, of Brown University ; 
Professor Henry P. Smith, of Amherst College ; Professor A. S. Car- 
rier, of McCormick Theological Seminary ; Professor D. B. Macdonald, 
of Hartford Theological Seminary ; Professor G. W. Gilmore, of 
Meadville Theological School. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the student will have a consensus of 
opinion which cannot fail to be of great value to him. 

Over five hundred clergymen, representing a large number of reli- 
gious denominations, are at work upon one or more of the eight 
courses of the Guild now in progress. Within the fifteen months since 
the Guild was organized, fifteen hundred reviews have been sent to 
members of the Guild. As the reviews are sent only upon application 
when the student is ready to read the special book indicated, this 
means that fifteen hundred books have been read. Doubtless it is safe 
to add to this number many more, as not all members care to use the 
reviews. 

Sixty-seven men have availed themselves of the loan library privi- 
lege. Two hundred exchanges of books have been made for those 
using the library. Many of the men securing their books in this way, 
living in places remote from libraries or literary centers, are drawing 
salaries which would not permit them to purchase the books, and have 
thus had the privilege of reading along professional lines and keeping 
in touch with the centers of theological thought, when they could not 
otherwise have done so. The books upon the new courses will also be 
available in this library. 

It has been suggested by some members of the Guild that a cor- 
respondence between two or more men studying the same subject 
would be mutually helpful. No list of members of the Guild has 
been or will be published, but if any student desires it, a corre- 
spondent will be secured for him from among the other members 
of the Guild who are studying his particular subject. If these two 
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correspondents should be remote from each other where theological 
thought is influenced by sectional lines, some very helpful comparisons 
might be made. 

Comparatively few of the members of the Guild have heen working 
for credit. The general desire seems to be simply to secure the well- 
selected list and the reviews. In some cases, however, not only the 
certificate credit for the simple reading of the books has been asked, 
but also the privilege of regular correspondence with a member of the 
Council, and the special credit which may then be awarded by the 
appointed instructor. 

As the work of the Guild proceeds, its possibilities seem to develop 
even more fully than when first organized. In order that it may be 
made to meet the demands of the students most acceptably, the Insti- 
tute is ready to receive and to consider carefully any suggestions from 
members or from persons outside the organization concerning any 
new features, or improvements upon old features, which might be 
introduced. Correspondence may be addressed to the Principal of 
the Institute, Hyde Park, Chicago, 111. 



